
 

IMPORTANT NOTICE ABOUT THE FESTIVAL STRIP SEARCHES CLASS ACTION 
 

1. What is this notice? 

A representative proceeding has been started in the Supreme Court of New South Wales by Raya 
Meredith against the State of New South Wales. 

 
The case is called Raya Meredith v State of New South Wales. It is called a “representative proceeding” 
because the plaintiff is bringing the case for herself and also for all people who were strip searched by 
Police Officers at any music festival held in New South Wales between 22 July 2016 and 22 July 2022. 
A representative proceeding is also known as a “class action”. 

The plaintiff calls this case the Festival Strip Searches Class Action. 

The Supreme Court of New South Wales has ordered that this notice be sent to people who might be 
affected by the case. If you were strip searched at a music festival in New South Wales between 22 July 
2016 and 22 July 2022, please read this notice carefully as it may affect your rights. 

 
Any questions you have about this notice should not be directed to the Court. If there is anything that 
you do not understand, you should seek legal advice or contact Slater and Gordon Lawyers. 

2. What is a representative proceeding? 

A representative proceeding is a type of legal case where one person (who is called the “plaintiff”) is 
allowed to sue not just on their own behalf but also on behalf of a wider group of people (called the 
“group members”). The person they sue is called the “defendant”. 

 
The plaintiff in this representative proceeding is Raya Meredith. The defendant is the State of New 
South Wales. We explain below who the group members are. 

The plaintiff in a representative proceeding does not need to seek the permission of group members to 
commence the case on their behalf. Anyone who falls within the definition of “group member” in the 
case is automatically included. However, group members can choose to “opt out” of the representative 
proceeding. This is done by filling out a form. 

Group members will be “bound” by any outcome from the representative proceeding unless they have 
opted out. If you are a group member, being “bound” means that the claims you share with the plaintiff 
will be determined by whether the case wins, loses, or is settled. It also means you will not be able to 
raise the same claims in any other proceedings against the State of New South Wales. 
What this means for group members is: 

a. if the case is settled, group members may be eligible for a share of any settlement payment 

approved by the Court; 

b. if the case is unsuccessful, group members are bound by that result; and 

c. whatever the outcome of the case, group members will not be able to pursue their claims against 

the State of New South Wales in separate legal proceedings. 

If you think that you might have claims against the State of New South Wales which are about a strip 
search at a festival and are outside the claims made in this case, then it is important that you seek 
independent legal advice before the deadline for opting out. 

 
3. What is the Festival Strip Searches Class Action about? 

There are laws in New South Wales about how and when police officers can conduct strip searches. 
These are in a piece of legislation called the Law Enforcement (Powers and Responsibilities) Act 2002 
or “LEPRA”. The plaintiff alleges some strip searches at music festivals in New South Wales were not 



legal under LEPRA. The case says people who were strip searched unlawfully were assaulted and 
falsely imprisoned as a result and seeks compensation for their hurt and damage. 

The allegations are set out in detail in the plaintiff’s legal pleading, which is called a Further Amended 
Statement of Claim. This notice tells you where to find documents about the case if you want to look 
at the pleading for yourself. 

 
The State of New South Wales denies those allegations and is defending the claim. 

4. Am I a group member? 

You are a group member in this representative proceeding if: 
 

a. you attended a music festival in New South Wales anytime between 22 July 2016 to 22 July 

2022; and 

b. while on the music festival grounds or surrounds, you were stopped and directed by police 

officers to an area to be searched; and 

c. you were then strip searched by police officers; and 

d. you were told or you believed the strip search was conducted because police officers suspected 

you were in possession of a prohibited plant (e.g. marijuana) or drug. 

A music festival is a ticketed event with musical performance(s) on a stage in the area of the festival. 
Big events like Splendour in the Grass, Stereosonic and Big Day Out are music festivals. But smaller 
events can be music festivals as well. 

The law says what a strip search is. A strip search means one or more of the following: 
 

a. you were asked to remove some or all of your items of clothing (other than a coat, jacket or similar 

article of outer clothing or any gloves, shoes, socks or hat); 

b. police officers looked under your clothing at your body; and/or 

c. police officers placed their hand/s or finger/s under your clothing. 

If a police officer found a prohibited substance on you, that does not mean you are excluded from being 
a group member. 

 
You might be unsure whether any event you were strip searched at was a “music festival” or whether 
what happened to you was a “strip search”. If you are unsure whether or not you are a group member, 
you should contact the plaintiff’s lawyers, Slater and Gordon Lawyers on 1800 071 827 or via email at 
stripsearch@slatergordon.com.au. You can also get your own legal advice if you want. 

 
5. What should group members do in response to this notice? 

Option 1: Remain a group member 
If you wish to remain a group member and make a claim for damages arising from an alleged unlawful 
strip search, there is nothing you need to do. 

If you wish to do so, you can register your details with the plaintiff’s lawyers, Slater and Gordon Lawyers, 
so that future notices and updates about the case can be sent directly to your preferred email address. 
You can register your details at https://www.slatergordon.com.au/class-actions/current-class- 
actions/nsw-strip-search-class-action/tell-us-your-story 

 
You can also contact the plaintiff’s lawyers at 1800 071 827 or stripsearch@slatergordon.com.au 

 
If you meet the group member criteria, you will be bound by the outcome of the representative 
proceeding whether you register your details with Slater and Gordon or not. 
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Unless you identify yourself to Slater and Gordon as a group member, it is possible that no-one will 
know you are a group member. This means that it will be harder to contact you if there is a settlement 
of the case. 

If you are a group member and the case is successful, you will be entitled to share in the benefit of any 
order, judgement or settlement in favour of the plaintiff and group members. You may have to satisfy 
certain conditions or establish elements of your claim that are relevant specifically to you. 

If you are a group member and the case is unsuccessful or is not as successful as you might have 
wished, you will not be able to sue on the same claim in any other proceeding. 

 
Option 2: Opt out of the proceeding 

 
If you do not wish to be a group member you should opt out by completing and submitting the ‘Opt Out 
Notice’ form contained at the end of this document. If you opt out then you will not be affected by any 
orders made in the case or the outcome. 

However, it is important to note that if you choose to opt out: 
 

a. You will not be bound by or entitled to share in the benefit of any order, judgment or settlement 

in this representative proceeding (any right to compensation arising out of this representative 

proceeding will be extinguished); and 

b. You will be able to bring your own claim against the defendant, provided that you issue Court 

proceedings within the time limit applicable to your claim. If you wish to bring your own claim 

against the defendant, you should seek your own legal advice about your claim and the time 

limits before opting out. 

To opt out, you must send or provide a hard copy of your completed Opt Out Notice form to the Sydney 
Registry of the New South Wales Supreme Court before the deadline of 4pm on Friday 22 November 
2024. 

You must also provide a copy to Slater and Gordon Lawyers via email 
(stripsearch@slatergordon.com.au) or post before the deadline of 4pm on Friday 22 November 2024. 
Slater and Gordon’s postal address is: 

Slater and Gordon Lawyers 
Level 14 
55 Market Street 
Sydney, New South Wales 2000 

 
6. Will I be liable for legal costs? 

Group members will not automatically become liable for any legal cost simply by remaining or 
registering as a group member. 

This proceeding is being funded on a ‘no-win, no-fee’ basis by Slater and Gordon Lawyers. This means 
that group members only pay legal fees if they receive compensation. 

Your legal costs will not exceed your share of any compensation. 
 

Class actions are often settled out of court. If this happens in this case, you may be able to claim from 
any settlement amount without retaining a lawyer. 

 
If any compensation becomes payable to you through this proceeding, the Court will be asked to share 
the group’s legal costs among all group members who have benefitted from the class action. This would 
mean all group members who receive compensation equally share the costs. It would also mean those 
who are eligible for compensation but do not engage with or retain Slater and Gordon Lawyers will have 
to contribute to costs. 
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You can get a copy of the terms on which Slater and Gordon Lawyers are acting in the class action by 
using any of the contact details in this notice. 

7. Where can I obtain copies of the relevant documents? 

Copies of documents about the case may be obtained by: 
 

a. Downloading them from the Supreme Court of New South Wales website for this proceeding: 

https://supremecourt.nsw.gov.au/cases/class-actions/current-class-actions/music-festival- 

searches.html 

b. Downloading them from Slater and Gordon’s website: https://www.slatergordon.com.au/class- 

actions/current-class-actions/nsw-strip-search-class-action 

c. Contacting Slater and Gordon using any of the contact details listed throughout this notice. 

Please consider the above information carefully. If there is anything of which you are unsure, you should 
contact Slater and Gordon Lawyers by calling 1800 071 827 or by email at 
stripsearch@slatergordon.com.au or seek your own legal advice. 

https://supremecourt.nsw.gov.au/cases/class-actions/current-class-actions/music-festival-searches.html
https://supremecourt.nsw.gov.au/cases/class-actions/current-class-actions/music-festival-searches.html
https://www.slatergordon.com.au/class-actions/current-class-actions/nsw-strip-search-class-action#%3A~%3Atext%3DSlater%20and%20Gordon%20Lawyers%20and%2CNSW%20since%2022%20July%202016
https://www.slatergordon.com.au/class-actions/current-class-actions/nsw-strip-search-class-action#%3A~%3Atext%3DSlater%20and%20Gordon%20Lawyers%20and%2CNSW%20since%2022%20July%202016
mailto:stripsearch@slatergordon.com.au


Form 115 (version 2) 
UCPR 58.2 

OPT OUT NOTICE 
 

 COURT DETAILS   

Court Supreme Court of New South Wales 

Division Common Law 

List General 

Registry Sydney Registry 

Case number 2022/00214157 

 TITLE OF PROCEEDINGS   

Plaintiff RAYA MEREDITH 

Defendant STATE OF NEW SOUTH WALES 

 FILING DETAILS   

Filed for Plaintiff 

Legal representative Rory Walsh, Slater and Gordon Lawyers 

Legal representative reference M616559 

Contact name and telephone Rory Walsh (03) 8539 8362 

Contact email rory.walsh@slatergordon.com.au 

 OPT OUT NOTICE   

Name of person opting out:  

Address of person opting out:  

 
I, a Group Member in these representative proceedings, opt out of the proceedings. 
I understand that in opting out: 

1 I forego the right to share in any relief obtained by the representative party in the 
representative proceedings; 

2 I am not entitled to receive any further notification about the conduct or disposition of the 
proceedings; and 

3 To the extent that I have a claim against the defendant(s), any limitation period suspended 
by the commencement of the representative proceedings has recommenced to run. 

 

 SIGNATURE  

Signature of legal representative 

Signature of or on behalf of person 
opting out if not legally represented 

Capacity 

[eg solicitor, authorised officer of 
person opting out, person opting 
out] 

Date of signature 

 
 NOTICE TO PERSON OPTING OUT  

You must, within the time specified in the notice to Group Members: 

1 file this form in the registry of the court at the address below, or in the manner provided in 
the notice to Group Members; and 
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2 serve a copy of this form on the representative party at the address, or in the manner 
provided, in the notice to Group Members. 

 

REGISTRY ADDRESS 

Street address Supreme Court of NSW 

Law Courts Building, Queen's Square 

184 Phillip Street 

Sydney NSW 2000 

Postal address Supreme Court of NSW 

GPO Box 3 

Sydney NSW 2001 

Telephone 1300 679 272 



SCHEDULE B 

 
Email and post 

 
The subject line of the letter or email enclosing the Opt Out Notice is to read “Festival Strip 
Searches Class Action – Notice to Group Members,” with the content to read: 

“Dear [FIRST NAME] [LAST NAME] 

Please see [attached] [OR] [enclosed] an important notice from the Supreme Court of New South 
Wales, regarding the Festival Strip Searches Class Action. 

The Supreme Court of New South Wales has ordered that this notice be sent to all persons who 
may be potential group members in this class action. 

You are receiving this correspondence as [you have registered your details with Slater and Gordon 
in connection with this proceeding] [OR] [your contact details have been provided by the New 
South Wales Police in connection with this proceeding/your contact details have been provided by 
festival organisers in connection with this proceeding.] 

If you are aware of any other persons who also attended a music festival in NSW from 22 July 
2016 and 22 July 2022 and interacted with police there (for example, anyone you may have 
purchased tickets for), please forward them a copy of this notice, as they may be group members 
in this class action. 

If you wish to register your details with Slater and Gordon in respect of this class action, you can 
do so via this link: [registration portal link] 

If you have any questions, please contact Slater and Gordon Lawyers at 
stripsearch@slatergordon.com.au or 1800 071 827, or seek your own legal advice.” 

SMS 

“Dear [FIRST NAME], 

You are receiving this text message as [you have registered your details with Slater and Gordon 
in relation to the Festival Strip Searches Class Action] [OR] [your contact details have been 
provided by the New South Wales Police in connection with this proceeding/festival organisers 
have provided your contact details in connection with this proceeding]. 

The Supreme Court of New South Wales has ordered that a notice be sent to all persons who may 
be potential group members in this class action. Please see this notice at the NSW Supreme Court 
Website: [link to Opt Out Notice at NSWSC website]. 

This is not a scam. If you do not wish to access the Opt Out Notice via the link to the NSW Supreme 
Court website in this SMS, you may also find the notice on Slater and Gordon’s website, which can 
be located by searching ‘Festival Strip Searches Class Action Slater and Gordon.’ 

If you are aware of any other persons who also attended a music festival in NSW from 22 July 
2016 and 22 July 2022 and interacted with police there (for example, anyone you may have 
purchased tickets for), please forward them a copy of this notice as they may be group members 
in this class action. 

If you wish to register your details with Slater and Gordon in respect of this class action, you can 
do so via [registration portal link] 

Please do not respond to this SMS. If you have any questions, please contact Slater and Gordon 
Lawyers at stripsearch@slatergordon.com.au or 1800 071 827, or seek your own legal advice.” 
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SCHEDULE C 

 

Text Graphic 

Header: Court Notice: Read Now 
Description: Festival Strip Searches 
Caption: Were you or someone you 
know strip searched by police at a 
music festival in NSW between 22 July 
2016 and 22 July 2022? Read the 
important Court notice now as it may 
impact your rights. 
Button: Learn more 
Link: 
https://www.slatergordon.com.au/class- 
actions/current-class-actions/nsw-strip- 
search-class-action 

 

 

 

In situ preview 
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