COSTS ASSESSMENT RULES COMMITTEE
TIME STANDARDS IN COSTS ASSESSMENTS AND REVIEWS

1.
The parties should comply with legislative requirements, such as the requirement to lodge objections to a bill within 21 days of notice of the application.
2.
These time standards apply to procedures from the time of assignment of an application to a costs assessor.
3.
An assessor or review panel may fix a timetable, in which case the timetable prevails.
4.
Failure to comply with these time standards or a timetable may result in the loss of the opportunity to put a submission to the assessor or the panel.
5.
The parties should not expect that any extension of these time standards or any timetable will be given except on request and for good reason.  Such a request might provide supporting material as well as an explanation for the whole of the period from receipt of the application by the party seeking the extension.  Reasons such as the workload of the practitioner, the need to engage a costs consultant or the complexity of the matter will not normally be considered as sufficient reasons for extending these time standards or a timetable. 
6.
All material provided to an assessor or a panel must also be provided to the other parties and the assessor or the panel should be informed this has been done.  
7.
ASSESSMENTS

Subject to any timetable fixed by the assessor, the following time standards will apply:

	7.1
Costs Respondent to provide any submissions to the assessor and the applicant within 21 days of the date on which the Manager Costs Assessment advises the name of the assessor to whom the matter has been referred.

	7.2
Costs Applicant to provide any submissions in response to 7.1 above to the assessor and the respondent within 21 days of receipt of the respondent’s submissions.

	7.3
Costs Assessor to make a Determination within 3 months from date of referral to an assessor where the costs claimed are less than $100,000.00, and within 6 months of the date of referral where the costs claimed are $100,000.00 or more.


8.
REVIEWS
Subject to any timetable fixed by the panel, the following time standards will apply:
	8.1
Any request to put new material or evidence within 7 days of the date the Manager advises the names of the panel members (noting that the request should be sent to the other party and each panelist).

	8.2
If the panel permits, new material or evidence to be provided within 21 days of the date on which the permission is given.

	8.3
Reply to new material or evidence within a further 21 days from the date the material is received.

	8.4
Review Panel to make a Determination within 3 months from the date on which the assessor’s file is provided to the panel.
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